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of the lower politics, wherein they must be allowed to
excel every country in Christendom, lay upon the watch
for a good bargain, by taking advantage of the distress
they themselves had brought upon their nearest neighbour
and ally.

But the Queen highly resented this indignity from a re-
public, upon whom she had conferred so many obligations.
She could not endure that the Dutch should employ their
instruments to act in confederacy with a cabal of factious
people, who were prepared to sacrifice the safety of their
prince and country to the recovery of that power they had
so long possessed and abused. Her Majesty knew very
well, that whatever were the mistaken or affected opinion of
some people at home, upon the article of Spain, it was a
point the States had long given up, who had very openly
told our ministry, "That the war in that country was only
our concern, and what their republic had nothing to do with."
It is true, the party-leaders were equally convinced, that the
recovery of Spain was impracticable; but many things may
be excused in a professed adversary, fallen under disgrace,
which are highly criminal in an ally, upon whom we are that
very instant conferring new favours. Her Majesty therefore
thought it high time to exert herself, and at length put a
stop to foreign influence upon British counsels; so that,
after the Earl of Nottingham's clause against any peace,
without Spain, was carried in the House of Lords, direc-
tions were immediately sent to the Earl of Strafford at The
Hague, to inform the Dutch, " That it was obtained by a
trick, and would consequently turn to the disappointment
and confusion of the contrivers and the actors." He was
likewise instructed to be very dry and reserved to the pen-
sionary and Dutch ministers; to let them know, "The
Queen thought herself ill treated; and that they would soon
hear what effects those measures would have upon a mild
and good temper, wrought up to resentment by repeated
provocations: That the States might have the war con-
tinued, if they pleased; but that the Queen would not be
forced to carry it on after their manner, nor would suffer
them to make her peace, or to settle the interests of her
kingdoms."

To others in Holland, who appeared to be more moderate,